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In classical historiography, there exists a negative image of Valens, the ruler
of the Eastern Roman Empire. This emperor used to be portrayed as an ordinary person,
despot, unable to cope with problems of the state. In the reviewed book, an American
historian N. Lenski puts forward a different view of the events of the second half
of the 4" century. The structure of the study is traditional: the chapters are devoted
to foreign, religious, financial, and administrative policies of Valens. At the same time,
this approach is combined with the author’s desire to unravel the human dimension
of history, to show what role the emperor himself played in the events of 364—378.
In N. Lenski’s interpretation, Valens appears as a conscientious administrator who
took care of the prosperity of the state, but whose possibilities to adequately react
to numerous threats the Empire faced were limited due to a lack of resources.
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®opwmar Kaisergeschichte, oiHoro u3 ;xanpoB aHTUKOBETIECKUX MITY/INI, BCET/Ia
NIpUBJIEKAJl BHUMaHUE uccienoBaTesneil. JlocTaTouHo MPUBECTH B MPUMEDP TPY/IbI
A. bypkxapara o Koncrantune Berukowm, Iut. Bépaun o Mapke ABpesnu u Centu-
mun Cesepe, J. Toancyopru 06 OkraBuane Asrycre u T. 1. O1ieHKa AeITENbHOCTH
MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIX TOCyZapeil B uctopuorpaduu GopMupoBanach 1moj| BIUSHUEM
AHTUYHOU JIUTEPATYPhI, KOTOPas 3a4acTylo OlleHWBaJach HeKpuTUuecku. bosee
TOTO, WCCIEIOBATETN OKA3bIBAIICH 3aJ0KHUKAMUA KOHBEHIIMOHAJIN3MA, NCTOPHO-
rpaduyecKuX TPAAUIUI U COBPEMEHHBIX UM JUCKYPCUBHBIX IPAKTHUK, YTO TaKKe
MPENSITCTBOBAJIO OObEKTUBHOMY aHAJIM3Y UCTOPUIECKHUX COOBITHIA.

Te mpaBuTenn, KOTOPBIE HE MOJTYYUIN TPU3HAHUA U TTOXBAJIBI COBPEMEHHUKOB,
OKa3bIBAJINCHh B TEHW BEJINYNS TAKWUX MPABUTEJIEH, KaK, HAIIPUMED, <IISATh XOPOIITNX
UMIepaTopoB» u3 quHactuu Autonnnos uin Koncrantus I. B uactaoctu, 3. Tub60oH
Tvcast, 9to «rennii Puma ymep BMecte ¢ MeomocreM, KOTOPBIi OBLT TIOCJIEHUM U3 TIPe-
emunkoB Asrycra u Koncrantunas [[u660H, c. 337]. DTUM T€31COM OH PasieJIiI MUD
Ha YepHoe 1 6eJIoe, a JiesiTesiell MPOIIJIOro Ha TeHUEB U mocpeacTBennocteil. ITo aToi
MpUYKHE TaK¥e HeyIauJnBbie MMITEPATOPbI, Kak BasieHT, He OBbLIH yI0CTOEHBI [0CTa-
TouHOro BHUManust. Tot ske 3. TM6GOH Ha3BaJI €r0 «TPYCIMBBIM MOHAPXOM», JIECIIOTOM,
MOTAKAIOIINM aTYHOU TpuBopHOH Kinke [ Tam ke, ¢. 87, 91]. MoskHO Tak:ke IpuBecTn
muenne A. /xonca: «Banent 61 HUueM He puMedaresied... OH He 00J1aman BoeH-
HBIMU CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU, CO3HAHKME COOCTBEHHOI HEMOJIHOIIEHHOCTH CITOCOOCTBOBAJIO
€T0 TI0I03PUTEJILHOCTH U JKECTOKUM PACIIPABaM HaJL ITPEIITIOIAraeMbIMU MTPEIATEIISIMU.
Ho on takske 6bL1 106POCOBECTHBIM afiMUHUCTPaTOPOM» [Jones, p. 139]. B coBerckoii
MCTOPUYECKOH HayKe TToJMTHKA BasienTa olleHBasach B HETaTUBHBIX TOHAX U XapaK-
TEPU30BaIach Kak «aHTUHapoHas» [/[[Mutpes, c. 66; Kypbaros, c. 6].

Momnorpadus «Kpax nmnepun: Basment n Pumckoe rocyzapctso B IV B.» mipo-
deccopa Yuusepcurera Kosopano Hoaua Jlencku siBisier cob0il puMep peBU3U-
OHUCTCKOTO TOJIX0/Ia K UCTOPUM T03/1Hel anTuaHocTr. OH, Ha3bIBass UCTOYHUKOM
BIOXHOBEHUA TPUTITUX (haMaHIcKoro kuBonuciia XV B. [yro Ban nep Iyca «Antaps
IToptunapus, cTpeMuTcs Moka3ath BajenTa «Bo Bcell ero 3eMHOi# mpoctoTtes (p. 2).
AMepuKaHCKHiIT KICTOPUK B CBOEH paboTe aHATM3UPYET IIPUINHBI CUCTEMHOTO KPH-
31Ca, C KOTOPBIM CTOJIKHYJIAach BocTounas Pumckas nMmepus B ocsie/iHel Y4eTBEPTH
IV B., 1 BMecCTe ¢ TeM M3y4aeT, KaKyIo POJIb ChITPAJI CaM UMIIEPATOP B 9TUX COOBITHSIX.

ABTOP KHUTH HEO/IHOKPATHO OTMEYaeT BJIMSHUE YCJOBUN B3POCJEHUS U BOC-
MUTaHUA Ha JUYHOCTH BasenTa n ero e TeIbHOCTD 1TOCJe TOTO, KaK OH CTajl UMIIe-
patopom. Boamy:kanue ero crapiiero 6pata BajeHTruHIaHa MPOIILIO PSIZOM C OTIIOM
I'parmanom. TToceHUi caysKuil cCHavYas a B KOpiyce protectores domestici, nanee —
komuToM AdpuKH, a 3aTeM — KoMuTOM Bpurtannu. Barenturuan «6bl1 TBOpEHIEM
WJJIMPUHCKOTO XO0J0/1a U appUKaHCKOH sKaphl, TOTOMY YTO, IOMUMO TIPOYETO, OH
ObLT TBOpEHHEM Jiarepst» (p. 48), 4To ¥ IPeIOIpeesiIo ero OyIyiiee — OH BhIOpaJ
BOEHHYIO Kapbepy. BasenT xe, poamBniniicss yepes ceMb JieT mocye Bamentnaunana,
BBIPOC B ceMeitHOM rtoMecThbe (p. 52).

IMocne usbpanns BanenTuHuana umiepaTopoM Ha KoHcuctopuu B Hukee
B 364 1. BasienT OGbl1 Ha3HAYEH €0 COTIPABUTEJIEM ¥ TIOJTYY NI BOCTOYHYTO TIOJIOBUHY
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nMrepuu. B opunmaabroit mponaramnie o IMEHOBAJICS iUNior, YTO TIOTIEPKUBATIO
BOBCE He Pa3HUILy B BO3pacTe, HO €ro MmojunHeHHoe nojoxkenue (p. 33). Baxkuyto
POJTb POJICTBEHHBIX CBsA3€l B TOMUTUYECKOl cucteMe Pumckoil umnepun 364—378 1.
nomauepkuBai JInbanuii, ymorpeGuBIImii CIOBOCOUETaHNE <IOHbIE TAHHOHCKIE Opa-
Ths1> (AdeAPOTV TOTV [Taévory 6 vedtepog), ITOOBI TIPEACTABUTD X KaK €INHOE T1eJI0€
(Lib. Or. XIX. 15). ®emucTuii ormedali, 4To MMeHHO OpaTtckoe corsacue (concordia)
Jeskano B ochoBe Mupa u npornseranust Puma (Them. Or. VI. 8). Cam H. Jlencku
Jaske HasbiBaeT BaseHTa «cBoero pona doppelgdinger, co3nantoro 6paroms (p. 265).

AMEpPUKaHCKHUI NCTOPUK TaKXKe MCCJEyeT PA3JMUHbIe aCTIEKThI PErpe3eHTa-
IIUU UMIIEPATOPCKON BacTu. DTa mpodiieMa OCTPO CTOsIA TIEPell «ITAHHOHCKUMU
OpaThsiMi», KOTOPbIE He BIIMCHIBAINCH B 00pa3 MIeaJbHOTO MpaBuTeisi, c(hopMu-
POBAHHBIN B MO3THEPUMCKOM TMOJUTUYECKOM AucKypce. Barentunuan n BajmeHT
He ObLIM OTTIPHICKAMU 3HATHON (haMuInM, a WX WTHPUIICKOE MTPOUCXOKICHIE
SIBJISJIOCH TIOBOJIOM JIJISI CTEPEOTUITHBIX HacMenteK. CyniecTBOBaJ KIAUIITUPOBAHHBIT
00pa3 CypOBBIX MTAHHOHIIEB, KOTOPbIE BBI3bIBAJIM BOCXUIIIEHE CBOEH BOMHCTBEHHO-
CThIO, HO OJJHOBPEMEHHO OOBUHSIMCH B IPYObIX U ByJIbrapHbix MaHepax (p. 86—88).
[IpumeuarenbHO, YTO B OCAKIAECHHOM MPABUTEIHLCTBEHHBIMU BOMCKAMH XaJIKeJ0HE
cTopoHHUKH y3ypriaTopa [Ipokornus HasbiBaau Banenra «Cabaiisipuems (Sabaiarius)
(Amm. Marc. XXVI. 8. 2). Cabaiieii (sabaia) nMeHOBAJICs STAMEHHBIN HATUTOK,
YIOTPEOIABIINIACS WIIHPUICKUMHU TIPOCTOIOAMHAME; ¥ MATEKHUKK HE YITYCTHIN
cJrydasi HAMEKHYTh KaK Ha HEOTECAHHOCTbh, TaK U HA HEPOJIOBUTOCTD aBrycTa. bosee
TOTO, «ITAHHOHCKHUE OpaThsi» He MOJYyYnJn HaJJIesKaliero oopasoBanus. Bajenr,
K MIPUMEPY, «€/IBa TOBOPUJI TIO-TPEYECKU — OOJIBINOI HEIOCTATOK JJIsI TPABUTEJIST
Bocrounoii Pumckoit ummnepuns (p. 94).

[ToaTBep:xmas 3aKOHHBIE OCHOBAHWS CBOEH BIACTH, 9TU MPABUTEIN CTPEMHUIINCD
BBICTPOUTH CUMBOJINYECKYTO CBsI3b ¢ anHacTueil Koncrantuna Besmkoro u 3apabo-
TaTh aBTOPUTET YePe3 OPraHU3aIUI0 PA3JTUYHBIX TIPOMATAHIUCTCKUX aKIuil. Bax-
HOCTbH TTO0OHOTO POjia MEPOTIPUSATHI TIOATBEPIIACH B XOJI€ MTOABIECHUS MSTEKA
[Ipokomnus (365—366), KOTOPBIIL [ejIal aKIIEHT Ha CBOEM KPOBHOM POJICTBE C IMHA-
crueit Korncrantuna. iMenHo «tpuyMdanucTcKie oKuganusy» nepes KoHpImKTomMm
c roramu (367-369) nmobyauau Basenrta Hadath BOIHY IIPOTUB HE CAMOTO CUJIBHOTO
comepuuka (p. 139).

llestesbHocTh BasnenTunnuana u Basenrta B cpepe rocy1apcTBEHHOTO yIIPaBIeHUS
BBICOKO OIIEHMBAETCS aMEPUKAHCKUM HCCJeIoBaTesIeM, KOTOPBI TaKKe OTMeYaerT,
YTO UX ycrexu ObLIU IpU3HaHbI ellle coppeMennukamu (p. 264, 286, 307). H. Jlen-
CKHU MTO{YEPKUBAET, YTO MJIAJIIIIEMY U3 «[TAaHHOHCKUX OpaTheB» BEChbMa ITPUTOIUIICS
OTIBIT YIIPABJIEHNS CEMENHBIM ToMecTheM. VIHTepec K pa3BUTHIO arpapHOTO CEKTOPa
HKOHOMUKH TaKKe 0OBSICHSIETCS OCBEIOMJIEHHOCTIO BasileHTa B pa3/inyHbIX aclieKTax
BEJIEHMUSI CEJIbCKOT0 X03stiicTBa (. 265, 283). boJiee Toro, «HU3KOE IPOUCXOKICHIE
aBTYCTOB JIAJI0 UM TIPEJICTABIEHUE O «JASTHUSIX TPOCTONOUHOBY, TOITOMY OJTHUM
U3 BaKHEHIINX HAIPaBJICHUN BHYTPEHHEH TOJUTUKK OBLIO MOBBIIIECHUE JOX0I0B
U YPOBHSI JKU3HU HAPOJHBIX MACC.
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Bwmecre ¢ Tem BasieHT, CTOJIKHYBIITUICS ¢ MHOKECTBOM ITPOGJIEM, ITPEACTAET Hepe/l
YUTATESIMUA JKEPTBOIT 06cTOsITENbCTB. OH BOIIIEN B UCTOPHUIO KAaK PETUTHO3HBIN
TOHUTEJIb, MBITABIINIICSI TOKOHUYUTD C PACIPSIMU B XPUCTUAHCKOU T1epkBU. BoiiHa
¢ roramu 367—369 TT., BoccTaHUsT MCaBPOB U apadOB He AaBajiii eMy BO3MOKHOCTH
OTIePAaTUBHO PearnpoBaTh Ha arpeCcCUBHYIO MOJUTUKY MEPCUACKOTO MIaXMHINaXa
[Manypa IT (309-379). Bosee Toro, 6yuT rotoB Bo @pakuu B 377 T. cOpBaJI TLIaHbI
HACTyIHaTeJbHOI BoitHbl B ApMenun. K aToMy cienyer takske 100aBUTh HEXBATKY
JIMYHOTO COCTaBa B PsilaX BOOPY;KEHHBIX CUJT U IePUIIAT rOCYAaPCTBEHHOTO GI0/IKETa,
MOCTABIINICS B HacaeAcTBO OT uMinepaTopa IOmuana (361-363).

Anodeosom aTuX GeACTBUII CTANO CpakeHUe ¢ TOTaMU Mo AJAPUAHOIOJIeM
9 aBrycra 378 r. Tu6esb Gosiblieii yacT MOOUIBHBIX MOpasieaeHuil (comitatenses)
BOCTOYHOPUMCKOI apMUM U caMoro BajienTa rmocraBuia MMIIepUio Ha TPaHb KaTa-
crpodsl. Bosee Toro, To, 4To TENO MMIIepaTOpa He GBLIO MPEIaHO 3aXOPOHEHUIO,
JIAJI0 TIOBOJI TAKUM XpUCTHAHCKUM niucatesisim, Kak Deogoput Kupckuit u Pydun
AKBUJIEHCKIIA, YBUIETh B 9TOM 00JKeCTBEHHOE HaKa3aHUe 3a epechb M TOHEHUS
Ha 1epkoBHbIx uepapxos (Ruf. HE. I1. 13; Theod. HE. V. 7). XapakrepHo, uTo,
no muenuto H. Jlencku, pasniaj B cucteMe concordia — ojiHa U3 TJIaBHBIX TIPUYUH
nopaskenust. Barentunnan ymep B 375 1., a ero cbit [pariman He jkejran mpu3HaBaTh
BEPXOBEHCTBO CBOETO S ¥ Ha IPOChOY O MOMOIIM IIPOTUB FOTOB OTPEarupoBa
npoxJazano (p. 358).

Takum 06pa3oMm, UCTOPHS TIPpaBJieHnsT BajieHTa — 9TO UCTOPHST O TOM, KaK OOBIKHO-
BEHHBIN YeJIOBEK CTOJKHYJICA € 33/[a9aMU, KOTOPBIE CTABUJI TTepel HUM IMHAMITIECKT
MEHSIONUIICSA MUP TIO3/THEN aHTUYHOCTU. ABTOP CJIOBHO CHUMAaeT OTBETCTBEHHOCTH
C HEro, yKasbIBasl, 4TO yMaJ0K PUMCKON ummepun ObLT 00yCIOBIEH KOMILJIEKCOM
BHENIHUX W BHYTpeHHUX 1pobiem. Koncrantud u KOctuHnaH OblIM B COCTOSIHUN
CIIPABJIATHCS C CUTYaIlMeH, CAMOCTOSITEIHHO 33/[aBast TEH/IEHIINY Pa3BUTHS ITUBUIIH-
3alKK, CTPEMUTETHHO MTPeobpaskaBIIeiicst 110/ BO3EHCTBIEM KOHTAKTOB C IPYTUMU
KyJIbTypaMu. BaJieHT jke 1bITajicst 1eiicTBOBATh 110 CTapbIM IIPABUJIAM, YTO 1 ITOTYOUJIO
ero (p. 370).

H. JleHcKM THIIET, 9TO «MOJIEIb yIIa[Ka U MajleHusl — n300peTeHre MojiepHa,
KOTOpPO€e Mbl HAaKOHEI] HadaJll OTBEPTaTh B HAIEM MOCTMOIEPHUCTCKOM MUpE>,
1 OJTHOBPEMEHHO YTBep KaeT, uTo ¢ KoHta [V B. PuMm Haxoamnics B coCTOSTHUM «yCTOT -
YHBOTO TPOIecca OTCTYILIeHUs > (steady process of retreat) (p. 369—370). OnxHako,
ecsiu hwHAI TpaBJieHns BaseHTa B TpaKTOBKE aMepUKAHCKOTO UCCJIeTOBATENS TIPei-
CTaeT KPaXxoM UMTIEPUH, TO B YeM Ke TPUIMHBI JKUBYUECTH PAHHEBU3AHTUIICKUX COITH -
AJIbHBIX ¥ TOJUTHYECKUX MHCTUTYTOB, 0OectiednBuInX Boctounoit Pumckoit ummepun
elre ThIcTUeeTHee CynecTBOBaHMe? B KoHIIe KOHITOB, MO yIapaMy BapBapoOB TaJ
ne Koncrantunonosb, a PuM. MokHO i1 TOBOPUTH O KOHTUHYHUTETE PAaHHEBU3aH-
Tuiickoro rocyapcra? Beab Ha (DyHIaMeHTe aHTUYHOM KYJIBTYPbI C(DOPMUPOBAJIACH
WHas IUBUIN3aIus — BocTouHOXpucTraHcKast. K coxkanenuio, H. Jlencku usberaer
MOI0GHBIX BOIIPOCOB U IaKe MOIEPKUBAET KOHIENnio 3. [M660Ha 0 «ThicsTuesieT-
HeM 3aKate u najieHnu PuMckoit umMmepuns.
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